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DEFERRED ITEM REPORT 
 
At the Planning Committee on the 1st of July 2013 Members agreed to defer the 
application in order to allow officers to engage in discussions with the applicant to 
gain some form of mitigation to reduce the visual impact of the garage on the 
amenities of the occupier (Mrs Lawrence) of the adjacent dwelling, Lawrence House.  
Upon receipt of such a scheme this was to be forwarded to Mrs Lawrence to gain her 
thoughts.  If the proposed mitigation measures were acceptable to her then the 
application could be approved by officers without the need to report the matter back 
to the Planning Committee.  However, in the event the proposed measures were not 
acceptable to her then the matter should be referred back to the Planning 
Committee. 
 
In response to this request to the applicant, the following mitigation has been offered: 
 
- Planting bamboo plants adjacent to the boundary between Lawrence House and 
Azure. 
 
The reasons behind this choice being as follows: 
- Bamboo can reach a good height reasonably quickly and a good starting height can 
also be used. 
- The "open" nature of bamboo would not only screen, but "soften" the mass of the 
garage wall. 
- Bamboo is not static, and will move in the breeze which is considered an attractive 
quality. 
- Bamboo is consistent with the "modern" design of the dwelling. 
 
The submission by the applicant also set out why other options were considered 
unacceptable eg living wall, another fence, trees, hedging. 
 
The submission was forwarded to Mrs Lawrence who offered the following view: 
Having discussed suitable mitigation with some landscape gardeners she would wish 
only to see the planting of mature pleached hornbeam along the entire boundary with 
a maintenance agreement for the associated annual pruning. 
 
In assessing the planning merits of the mitigation measures offered, it is considered 
that the planting of bamboo will make some contribution towards "softening" the 
impact of the side wall of the garage when viewed from Lawrence House.  It should 
also be noted that officers feel the impact of the garage on the amenities of the 
neighbouring dwelling are such that even without any form of mitigation the scheme 
could not be refused on amenity grounds.  On this basis, notwithstanding the 



neighbours continued opposition to the scheme, it is considered that the scheme 
continues to be acceptable and the mitigation offered makes a positive, albeit 
modest, contribution towards softening the side elevation of the garage. 
 
It should also be noted that since Members last considered this application, the 
applicant has requested the inclusion of a juliet balcony to the front elevation of the 
dwelling as a further revision to the scheme.  It is acceptable in planning terms to 
include this element as part of this scheme and it is evident that this will have no 
significant impact on neighbour amenity in terms of privacy or undermining the 
design of the dwelling. 
 
Conclusion 
It is considered that the amended scheme continues to be acceptable in planning 
terms, and the planting offered does make a modest positive contribution towards 
softening the impact of the scheme and as such the application is recommended for 
approval subject to conditions requiring a detailed scheme of bamboo planting to be 
agreed. 

 


